InterReligious Task Force on Central America 

3606 Bridge Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44113

tel: 216.961.0003   fax: 216.961.0002   e-mail: irtf@igc.org
	via fax: 011 502 221 2718

Juan Luis Florido

Fiscal General del Ministerio Público de Guatemala
	via fax: 011 502 238 1734

Doctor Sergio Morales

Procurador de los Derechos Humanos

	via fax: 011 502 362 0239/ 011-502-362 0237

Ministerio del Interior y Gobernación


July 23, 2004

Dear Sirs:

We, members of the InterReligious Task Force, are extremely concerned for the security and physical integrity of Claudia Acevedo, general coordinator of The Collective of Liberated Lesbians (Lesbiradas) and spokeswoman for the Coordination of Citizens of the Lesbian, Bisexual, Gay and Transgendered Community (the CCDS) and all members of these organizations which are working for the promotion and defense of their human rights.

On July 4, Vanesa Anzora, a transvestite who participated in the June 26 Gay Pride Parade, was found strangled in a hotel room in zone 1 of Guatemala City, becoming the 19th transvestite murdered in Guatemala this year.  At noon on July 7, in zone 1, the headquarters of CCDS, which includes the office of Lesbiradas, received four obscene, threatening telephone calls at two different numbers.  Five minutes after the last call, a man, claiming to be a student from the Faculty of Architecture at the University of San Carlos, arrived, saying he had donated materials – computers, printers, furniture, etc..—supposedly from the director of another social organization.  However, CCDS had never had contact with that person.  As Claudia Acevedo questioned the alleged student, he was vulgar and aggressive, saying many times, "I don’t have to explain anything to you.” He warned them not to be "too public" in their work.  When CCDS tried to end the conversation, he said "I already have your telephone number,” although they had not given it to him.  After he left, they learned from the U.N. Mission for the Verification of Human Rights in Guatemala (MINUGUA) that the name and phone number he left with them were false.

We are outraged at these intimidations and threats to the members of CCDS and Lesbiradas that are taking place within a general climate of insecurity, violence and impunity, expressed especially through the violent acts of rape, torture and assassination of women.

We strongly urge that

· the Public Ministry carry out a diligent investigation into the aggressions and acts of violence that have victimized Lesbiradas and the CCDS, so that the material and intellectual authors of the threats may be identified and legally prosecuted;

· the Ministry of the Interior order the public security forces to contact Lesbiradas and the CCDS so as to coordinate with them the implementation of all necessary means that will assure the physical and psychological integrity of the aforementioned persons;

· the Human Rights Ombudsman conduct a prompt, full and impartial investigation into the threats and intimidations against Lesbiradas and the CCDS and make public the results of the investigation;

· the Guatemala government and all authorities acknowledge that lesbians, homosexuals, bisexuals, transgenders, transvestites and transsexuals have the same human rights as all persons to the protection of the international norms outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Sincerely,

Brian J. Stefan Szittai, Coordinator

cc:  
CERIGUA ~ fax: 011 502 221 2521

       
La Prensa Libre ~ fax: 011 502 230 5096

       
Ambassador Guillermo Castillo, Guatemala Ambassador to the US~ fax: 1 202 745 1908


Ambassador John Hamilton, US Ambassador to Guatemala ~ fax: 011-502-334-8477

Robert Boynton, US State Department, Guatemala Desk ~ fax: 202-647-2597


NISGUA: Network in Solidarity with the People of Guatemala ~ fax:202.223.8221
07_09_04 NISGUA

The following people hereby urge that you take action on this matter as indicated in this letter.
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